
 

Greetings, 

The 2016 Season is underway, beginning with an exciting exhibition of 

skills at the Escarpment Ward Annual Firefighting Competition.  Do 

you know what the FDI is?  Or use the Vital Weather facility offered by 

LEFPA?  Not sure?  Then read on to find out more or to refresh your 

knowledge.  LEFPA urges hyper vigilance from members for the 2016 

season because the extended drought isn’t the fireman’s friend.  Until next month!   
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Escarpment Ward Annual Firefighting Competition 
The Annual Escarpment Ward Firefighting Competition held at Sabie Sports Grounds on Friday 27th May got off to a chilly 
start but warmed up as the Firefighting events got going.  The Escarpment Ward organises the annual competition (timed to 
coincide with the start of the Lowveld fire season) to give landowners the opportunity for final readiness checks before the 1st 
June.  

Trucks were unpacked and equipment checked in minute detail, the LEFPA Thrush, piloted by Rob Taylor, ‘bombed’ the 
sports field and the teams were put through their paces with events such as rake hoeing.  However, the excitement rose with 
the temperature as spectators and teams alike waited for the final event, the hose exercise. 

The huge fire trucks had to manoeuvre through some tightly demarcated lines then offloaded the teams who unrolled the hose 
and filled two drums before racing back to the trucks, bobbing and weaving to wind the hose and pack everything away, all 
against the clock.   

Record prize money of over R20 000 ensured the spirit was keenly competitive.  According to the organisers, there is some 
room for improvement in certain categories but by holding the event when they do, there is time to address the issues before 
the season gets into full swing. 

LEFPA foresees a tense 2016 fire season in the Lowveld due to the drought, and urges LEFPA members to be vigilant and 
conscientious in ensuring all their checks and preparations are in order.  

 

Contact Us 

LEFPA Nelspruit 
Corné  

Office :013 752 6419  

Cell : 082 566 2728 
Fax: 086 515 3755 
admin@lefpa.co.za  

 

Permit Requests 
Office:  013 752 6419 

0860 66 34 73 

permit1@lefpa.co.za or  

permit2@lefpa.co.za 

mailto:admin@lefpa.co.za


2016 Burning Prohibitions 
The Lowveld & Escarpment Fire Protection Association (LEFPA) hereby objects to any burning operations within the Association’s 
boundaries without a valid burning permit in terms of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act 101 of 1998 Article 25(3): 

1. That, within the boundaries of the LEFPA and the Ehlanzeni District, no person shall from 1 June 2016 up to and including 31 
October 2016 make a fire in the open air, or, if such a fire has been made, allow it to continue to burn or add fuel thereto, other 
than: 

a. fires made within a demarcated picnic or camping area or caravan park or holiday resort, but only at places within such an area 
which have been specifically prepared and maintained for that purpose; provided that such fires are properly extinguished with 
water and/or sand; 

b. Fires for the preparation of food on residential stands; 

c. Fires made on residential and industrial stands in proclaimed townships; 

d. Fires made for initiation school purposes, but only at places which have been specially prepared and maintained for that purpose 
to prevent fires from spreading. 

2. That, within the boundaries of LEFPA and the Ehlanzeni District, no person shall, from 1 June 2016 up to and including 31st 
October 2016, destroy by burning slash originating from any timber plantation or self-sown exotic trees and/or alien invasive 
plants. 

3. That, within the boundaries of LEFPA and the Ehlanzeni District, no person shall, from 1 June 2016 up to and including 31st  
October 2016, destroy by burning residue, cultivated crop fields and veld, clear or maintain a fire belt by burning or execute 
block burns, unless a burning permit has been obtained from LEFPA. 

4. That in terms of Chapter 7, Article 25 of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act 101 of 1998, persons found guilty of offences will 
be subject to a minimum fine of R5000.00. 

5. Burning Permits are subject to LEFPA Rules and Minimum Requirements (Version 7 April 2014) and any other relevant By-Law 
within your Local Municipality. 

Mr S.R. Mhlongo - Ehlanzeni Disaster Management Centre 

 

 

LEFPA AGM 
The annual AGM was held on the 2nd of June and new board members elected.  The existing office 
bearers, required in terms of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act, were re-elected: 

Chairman - Duncan Ballantyne 

Vice Chairman - Vaughan Lascelles 

Secretary - Mark Wagner 

LEFPA Administrator, Corne Martyn was welcomed onto the board. 

The 2016—2019 LEFPA Board Members are: 

Agriculture - Jacques Schoeman (Cane Growers - new Director) and James Stevenson (Agri 
Nelspruit - Director) 

Conservation - Mark Wagner ( Chariessa Conservancy ) re-elected and Francois du Toit / Simon 
Shoba (MTPA) 

Municipalities & Residential - John Masina (Municipalities) - re-elected and Jaco Badenhorst - new alternate Board member 
(Residential) 

Timber Growers & Timber Processors - Tony Hulett (Mountain to Ocean) and Duncan Ballantyne (SAPPI) - both re-elected, Siya 
Kobese (DAFF) and Vaughan Lascelles - re-elected (Imvelo) 

Activities for the Month - July 

 Train your employees in fire management.                                  Implement a daily vehicle checklist to ensure fire readiness.                                 

 Obtain rules and regulations of the local FPA.                                              Check that water points have adequate supplies.                        

 Burn open areas on rotational burning programmes.                                         Obtain standby rosters from your neighbours.                                                 

 Match your fire-fighting resources based on the fire risks identified.                                        Attend FPA meetings regularly. 

 Prepare roads bordering open areas and firebreaks that will be burned.                                              Prepare manual traces. 

 Obtain local FPA standard operating procedures related to high FDI periods.                                                Check all radios. 

 Implement procedures to ensure the availability and supply of fuel, rations, etc. as and when required. 

 Implement operational procedures to ensure quick response to provide medical, mechanical, protection and other services.  



Fire Danger Index (FDI) 
The FDI is LEFPA’s barometer, a formula based on a combination of factors - outside temperature, relative humidity, wind speed 
and the amount of rain that has fallen in the past 24 hours.  These factors combine to calculate a percentage which falls into one 
of a series of colour coded indices and is classified one of the following - Safe, Moderate, Dangerous, Very Dangerous and Ex-
tremely Dangerous.  The FDI concept was first put forward by Mike Laing of the Rhodesia Department of Meteorological    Ser-
vices, in Forecasting Bush and Forest Fire Weather in Rhodesia, published in March 1978.  LEFPA’s predecessor, the Lowveld 
Fire Protection Association, was formed in 1984 and began using FDI based on the Rhodesian model.  Today’s FDI has been 
slightly modified over time and is known as the ‘Lowveld Model’, which is the standard used nationally to assess and     classify 
fire risk.   

LEFPA sponsors the lunchtime FDI report on Radio Laeveld which is a daily report for the Lowveld, Escarpment and Onderberg 
regions.   

Vital Weather 
Vital Weather is a weather system that was developed and designed by CW Price of Johannesburg for Forestry, Emergency 
Services, Wind farm assessments, Industry and Farming.   A smart GPRS Modem interrogates the Weather Station, relaying 
data via GPRS to a central server at 5 minute intervals. 

LEFPA has 34 web-based weather stations across the three regions - Lowveld, Escarpment and Onderberg.  Giel Hugo and his 
son, Giel Junior (who was featured in the May issue of All Fired Up), supply  regional forecasts for all three regions as well as 10 
pin-pointed areas from their base in Bredasdorp.  The daily FDI index is produced using data from Vital Weather and Vital Fire 
Weather.       

Fire Alert Stages BLUE GREEN YELLOW ORANGE RED 

            

Fire Danger In-
dex 0 - 20 21 - 45 45 - 60 61 - 75 76 - 100 
            

Fire Behaviour SAFE MODERATE DANGEROUS 
VERY                  

DANGEROUS 
EXTREMELY        
DANGEROUS 

            

Flame Lengths 
(m) 0 - 1 1 - 1.2 1.2 - 1.8 1.8 - 2.4 2.4 + 

            

Fire Control 
Guide Contact 

LRFA or Fire 
Hawk to attain 
the latest       

information    
regarding fire 
danger rating 

application. 

Low fire hazard                                                                
Controlled     

burning           
operations can  
normally be   

executed with a 
reasonable     
degree of    

safety. 

Although           
controlled burning 

operations can be 
done without   
creating a fire  

hazard, care must 
be taken when 
burning on        

exposed, dry 
slopes.  Keep a 
constant watch 

for unexpected 
wind speed and         
direction     

changes. 

Controlled 
burning is not 

recommended 
when the FDI 
exceeds 45.  

Aircraft should 
be called in at 
the early   

stages of a 
fire. 

NO CONTROLLED 
BURNING OF ANY 

NATURE should 
take place.  Careful 
note should be taken 

of any sign of smoke        
anywhere -         
especially on the up-

wind side of any 
plantation.  Any fire 
that occurs should 

be attacked with the 
maximum force at 
hand, including all 

available aircraft at 
the time. 

ABSOLUTELY NO      
BURNING -                

All personnel and 
equipment should be 
removed from field.  

Fire teams, labour and    
equipment are to be 
placed on full stand-by.  

At the first sign of 
smoke, every possible 
measure should be 

taken in order to bring 
fire under control in the 
shortest possible time.  

All  available aircraft 
are to be called without 
delay. 

 

 General Info: 

 Basic Firefighting Training is available to LEFPA members.  Interested parties can contact the LEFPA       
office. 

 All membership fees have been invoiced.  If you have not yet received your invoice please contact 
Corné at the LEFPA office. 

 FDI weather emails and SMSs are available to LEFPA members, contact Corné for more information. 

www.lefpa.co.za 


