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Drought takes its toll on all
Country-wide drought fears intensify as Mpumalanga
is the third province to face a drought, shortly on
the heels of KwaZulu-Natal and Limpopo that were
declared disaster areas recently.
Rivers have been drying up and dam levels continue
to fall at alarming rates due to too little rain received.
In order to prevent the disaster and unnecessary
water wastage, George Mthethwa, provincial
spokesperson for the department cooperative
governance and traditional affairs has asked
households and businesses to reduce their water
consumption by at least 70 per cent.
“The fact is that we are slowly running out of water
and if we do not preserve the little we have now, we
will soon find ourselves in the same crisis as KZN,”
Mthethwa said and added that the department has
already begun creating awareness and fixing leaking
pipes to save water.
Restrictions on water supply from the Crocodile River

were placed by the water-management institution,
Inkomati-Usuthu Catchment Management Agency.
In a letter to the Mbombela Local Municipality,
the agency called for the reduction of raw water
abstraction by at least 20 per cent with immediate
effect at all locations within the Crocodile River
catchment and its tributaries.
“We are currently releasing 6m³/s from Kwena Dam,
and have restricted the irrigation sector to half of their
full unrestricted abstraction hours,” the letter read.
The Crocodile River, meanwhile has completely
stopped downstream of the Malalane area,
leaving surrounding communities reliant on the
Nkomazi River and the Driekoppies Dam for water
consumption, which according to the local council
spokesperson Cyril Ripinga, was not enough to
supply the more than 50 communities in the area.
The South African Weather Service predicted low
rainfall this season which may result in even more
aggravating circumstances.
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Joint-operations required to stop fires
The Lowveld and surrounding areas were mostly
covered in smoke and dust during most of October
month.
LEFPA had been on high alert with several fires that
raged through the province.
Some of these fires include a large one early in
October that occurred just north of the Witklip Dam.
Road users were urged to drive carefully as the heavy
smoke obscured visibility on the road between White
River and Sabie.
According to LEFPA manager, Mr André Scheepers,
the blaze started on the grounds of a forestry
company. “Our firefighters were deployed on the
ground and in helicopters.”
The blaze lasted for another day. There were two
more fires in the Sudwala and Renosterhoek areas.
There was also a raging fire at Inyaka Dam in
Bushbuckridge, where firefighters struggled an entire
week to put it out.
One spotter aircraft and four fixed-wing bombers
attended to the scene for up to eight hours per day.
The fire resulted in plantation loss of over 2 000
hectares.

A joint-operations committee had to be established
with the Enhlanzeni District, Thaba Chweu and
Bushbuckridge Municipalities as well as the
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,
the Provincial Disaster-Management Centre, LEFPA,
Working on Fire (WoF), the South African Airforce
(SAAF) and landowners.
Four more WoF ground teams had to be deployed
later and that brought the total to seven teams
deployed. Two Thrush aircraft and one spotter were
deployed from Orsmond Aviation in Bethlehem.
After about three days most pilots had done more than
30 hours for October alone and close to 100 hours for
the season. The most flying hours ever recorded was
in the 2007 firestorm and stands at 146 hours. The
exact cause of the fire is still unknown, but arson from
a nearby community is suspected.
Scheepers says the region will remain at risk of veld
fires for the next few weeks. “The conditions will
remain as such until the area has received some rain.”
The warm, dry and windy conditions are causing
firefighters to work tirelessly this fire season.
“We need to take extra precautions during these
conditions,” says Scheepers
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Regulations for burning
harvest residue
Regulations for the burning of harvest residue from 1
November to 31 May of each year, are as follows:
* Rain in the area should be more than 75mm in total for
the past month,
* Rain should be more than 25mm within the last five
days,
* The five-days-forecast should not exceed 55 yellow
warnings,
* Permits will only be issued on a Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday for harvest residue burning,
* Slash burning recommended for gum compartments
and extra precautions should be taken for pine
compartments.
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continued on page 4

Da Gama Dam

MPUMALANGA PROVINCE STATE OF DAMS ON 2015-11-16
* FSC is full storage capacity in million cubic meters
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OCTOBER AIRCRAFT HOURS FLOWN

Continued from page 3
Pre-burning procedures:
* Verify the fire danger index (FDI) for the
day and the forecast for the next 48 hours.
* One must check the local FDI. Consider
labour availability over weekends and try to
avoid burning before a pay weekend,
* When using a contractor it remains the
responsibility of the landowner to ensure that
staff, their training, protective clothing and
equipment on site comply with the minimum
LEFPA standards,
* No burning of harvest residue after 31 May
every year.
Post-burning procedures:
* Mopping up: the entire fire line must be
adequately contained, and all smouldering
embers must be extinguished with water,
* A minimum of a 1.5m fire line must be
created along the entire perimeter of the
burn,
* Harvest residue burns require patrol if
the FDI forecast is in the orange or red. A
minimum of two firefighters with knapsacks
and at least 40 litres of water per unit must
be maintained at the site for 24 hours after
the burn. Each firefighter must also have a
fire beater,
* In the case of the area burned consisting
of slash and heavy fuels the team must be
increased to four persons with equipment
and a method of communication with the
operations room and the strike team,
* The team must be visited twice a day by
the fire team,
* This presence must be in place for a
minimum of 48 hours, or the duration of the
high fire index.
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