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LEFPA is pleased to report a quiet
first half of the fire season but Andre
Scheepers points out that ALL your
firebreaks should be completed by 1st
August, so if you still have a few left to
burn, hop to it! One less spark, one
less wildfire is your mantra for the balance of the season.
On the social side, the annual Potjiekos competition got
the guys and gals cooking and LEFPA was involved in an
unusual Mandela Day activity this year. Enjoy the read
and if you have any news to share with us, please send it
through to manager@lefpa.co.za.
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Potjiekos tests the teams!
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With memories of the
2016 Canary Walk
potjie competition stirring them on, LEFPA used the
2018 event to celebrate Youth Day and have some
team building fun. Three brave teams entered: Queen
Khoza led LEFPA Mbombela Base with their beef pot;
LEFPA Office was ‘All Fired Up’ by Ivina Alberts and
raised the temperature with their lamb curry while
LEFPA Management was represented by the 3
‘Poachers’, Andre Scheepers, Francois du Toit and
Ingrid Scheepers filled their potjie with venison.
Sadly, once again the finals eluded the LEFPA teams
but they had such a good time we don’t think they
noticed! Andre did growl a little about the ‘joker’ starter
all the teams had to prepare using a chunk of liver, 2
gem squash, an orange and a slab of chocolate. We
hope that the judges had some antacids on hand!

The LEFPA internal potjie challenge was judged by
Robin Jansma of Radio Laeveld who awarded ‘best
pot’ to Queen and her team, proving that you can’t
beat a traditional beef stew. A disgruntled little birdy tweeted to All Fired Up about Queen importing some much-needed support
from WoF Mpumalanga head office, Adelaide Mculu and Thabiso Mohale. All’s fair in love and potjie competition, Andre!
On behalf of LEFPA, Andre thanks everyone involved for their support and hard work, applauding Canary Walk Centre for this
great initiative. All the funds raised went to Pro-Gratia Learning School, which LEFPA supports, making the day even sweeter.
There was also so much potjie leftover, LEFPA donated it to the Methodist Church’s Sunday soup kitchen on Fathers Day.

Thank You from umSisi House
Paddy Bond Gunning, the owner of umSisi House, wrote: “What an excellent job Lucky, Zamma and the Working On Fire / LEFPA
team did here today at umSisi House in Peebles. The burn went off without a hitch, never out of control even though the wind did
pick up a little during the morning. The team is highly professional, listening exactly to what we required and burned
accordingly. Very impressive indeed.” Congratulations to the team, you do LEFPA proud!

Honouring the Past - LEFPA Mandela Day 2018
How many readers know of the 1949 train disaster in Waterval Boven? One of the worst rail disasters to ever occur in South Africa
happened in the early hours of Wednesday 16th November 1949 when a train carrying Mozambican workers returning home for the
holidays derailed on the bridge over the Elands River. Sixty-three dead, more than 100 injured with only a neglected memorial site to
remember those poor souls buried in a mass grave.
Thanks to LEFPA Chairman, Duncan Ballantyne, and his involvement with the Mpumalanga Heritage Interest Group, LEFPA were
made aware of the rundown memorial and grave site and seized the chance to clean it up as their 2018 Mandela Day project. The
LEFPA Waterval Boven base is at the old railway workshops so the opportunity to work on a local assignment was welcomed. Some
of the team skoffled the site clean and tidied up the rubbish while others painted the palisade fence at the grave.
LEFPA has adopted the sites and placed a small Adopted Spot sign alongside as long-term care and maintenance is planned.
Valuing and honouring the past is an important foundation of the present and everyone involved in the clean-up on Wednesday 18th
July was touched by the significance of their hard work.

Proud of the results of their hard work,
the refurbished mass grave is once
again neat and tidy

A Thank You Treat from Bongani Lodge
Queen Khoza and her team were treated to a well-deserved meal by Bongani Lodge
after the team spent a tough day burning firebreaks for the lodge. The team really
appreciated the treat and Queen writes:
On behalf of the LEFPA team, I would like to say that we value the firebreak
preparations at your Mountain Lodge. It has made our job easier and eliminates the
chances of runaway fires. We would also like to thank you for the hospitality you
provided for the team. Being appreciated has really motivated the team and we were
humbled by your thanks. We are looking forward to working with you in the future.

Tucking in to their hard-earned lunch

LEFPA Welcomes Warrant Officer Riaan Nortjie
An exciting new collaboration between the SAPS and LEFPA, the first of it’s
kind, has led to the creation of a new SAPS position - Provincial Disaster
Management Coordinator. Warrant Officer Riaan Nortjie has been appointed
Provincial Disaster Management Coordinator in Mpumalanga.
The joint venture and pilot project, aimed at preventing wildfires, will see the
SAPS, under W/O Nortjie’s guidance, support and assist LEFPA to ensure
the enforcement of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act 101 of 1998.
LEFPA warmly welcomes SAPS and W/O Nortjie to the team. There is no
doubt that having the strong arm of the law at our side will make for a
stronger Association.
W/O Nortjie joined SAPS in 1993 and in 2017 received
training in disaster coordination. He is described as a
passionate, hardworking and dedicated SAPS member
who has saved many lives during his career. His vision
as Coordinator is to train first responders to disaster
scenes at each station throughout the province, to
improve the management of disaster scenes and to
monitor the reaction times.
The SAPS’s Warrant Officer Nortje is highly committed to the cause and hopes through this collaboration with LEFPA that lives
and property of the people of Mpumalanga will be preserved, through preventing, managing and extinguishing veld fires.

Fire Entrapment Survival
More lifesaving advice from Piet van der Merwe of WoF. Sometimes, when working on a fireline it’s easy to lose track of what is
happening around you and in no time you may be surrounded and engulfed by the fire. It’s critical NOT TO PANIC! STAY CALM
and tell yourself that you WILL get out alive. Think about the 10 Standard Firefighting Orders that will help you to escape.
Stay away from smoke:
Many people who have burnt to death were caught by smoke first. If you inhale too much smoke, you may lose consciousness,
which prevents you from moving away from the fire and could cause death from carbon monoxide poisoning. The symptoms of
carbon monoxide poisoning include headache, dizziness, weakness, vomiting, chest pain, and confusion.
When you have to run through a fire, remember:
- There is little or no oxygen in and around a fire.
- Before you go, inhale 3 times and hold your breath while running through the fire.
- Ensure all PPC/PPE is worn and covers your body. Cover the exposed areas of your body especially hands and face.
- If water is available, wet your clothes and your head.
Study the fireline before breaking through the fire:
- Determine where the fire intensity is at its lowest.
- Assess smoke levels. There will be more smoke in line with the wind direction than diagonally (90°) to the wind direction.
- Take into consideration the type of vegetation, take shelter in culvert pipes if there are any.
Select the escape route:
- Take the above-mentioned into consideration. If possible, the area behind the fireline should be visible.
- Turn up the collar of your shirt and pull down your visor if you have one. Use a leafy branch, a little bush or even your beater
and hold it in front of you to deflect some of the heat. Ensure you can still see your escape route.
- Inhale fresh air three times deeply, then take one shallow breath and hold it, bend your head forward and run through the fire.
If in your vehicle and surrounded and trapped by fire:
Stay calm and assess the situation. If there is an escape route by foot apply the steps above to run through a fire. Should there
be no escape route by foot or if you are in any doubt about escaping on foot:
- Remain in the vehicle,
- Park your vehicle in an area clear of vegetation or close to an embankment
away from the road edge to reduce the heat,
- Close all vehicle windows and vents and put on the air conditioner,
- Cover yourself with all your protective gear and lie on the vehicle floor,
- Assess the situation once the fire has moved past before leaving the vehicle.

Last Fire Alarm for Chief Ron Spadafora
It is with heavy hearts that we report on the passing of Assistant Chief Ron Spadafora of the Fire Department New York on 23
June. Chief Spadafora dedicated his career in the FDNY to
learning, education and training and visited LEFPA from time
to time to conduct training. An FDNY veteran of 40 years, he
succumbed to World Trade Centre-related cancer; like many
9/11 responders, his health was affected by his work in the
towers. In his obituary, the New York Times wrote:
“firefighters die because they run into dangerous places and
they die because they stay.” For 9 months, Ron Spadafora
stayed, charged with the safety of workers at Ground Zero
which was “potentially the most dangerous workplace in the
United States.” The Chief is the 178th member of the FDNY
to die of a WTC related illness.
Andre Scheepers says Chief Spadafora was a dedicated
professional firefighter unrelenting in his mission to make the
profession as safe as possible. The skills he taught LEFPA ground crews are invaluable to
their health and safety. Rest in Peace, Chief Spadafora, you are remembered with respect
and fondness by all at LEFPA.

Skill Drills taught by the Chief

A Word of Thanks from Mbombela Fire & Rescue Services
Mr Johan von Weidts, Acting Manager: Mbombela Fire and Rescue Services has thanked LEFPA for the loan of a water trailer
and a bakkie sakkie which were used at the Innibos Music Festival in June. The additional equipment provided more protection
and options from a firefighting perspective, adding to the high level of safety at the event. Mr von Weidts noted that LEFPA
went further than the equipment loan, transporting the water trailer to the Festival on the opening day. The Fire Service highly
appreciated this additional assistance as it meant one less challenge for them to deal with on the day.

Activities for the Month - August
Attend LEFPA meetings regularly.
Check airstrips on a weekly basis.
Distribute your standby rosters to all neighbours.
Advise all staff of call-out and dispatch protocols.
Obtain FDI forecast on a daily basis from LEFPA.
Study weather systems and check forecasts on the internet.
Perform daily and weekly checks of all equipment, using checklists.
Perform checks to ensure readiness and quick reaction at all times.

Important Note:


Basic Firefighting Training is available to LEFPA members. Interested parties can contact the LEFPA office.



FDI weather emails and SMSs are available to LEFPA members, contact Ivina for more information.



SUCCESS cannot be spelt without U.

Attend and participate - we need your contribution!

