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Greetings,

June 2018

And we’re off! The 2018 Lowveld fire season is in play
and as always, we pray for a quiet one. Few associations
wish no activity for their core operation but LEFPA is no
ordinary organisation. We rely heavily on our members to
act responsibly and with wisdom; please don’t neglect
the activities for the month on the back page. There is
always so much information to share with you during the
season that regrettably, for space reasons, we have
been forced to hold over Johan Louw’s informative series
about Alien Invasive Plants until the summer months,
watch out for it in the October issue. Until next time.
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LEFPA celebrated International Firefighter Day early this year, taking advantage of the MUFPA,
(Mpumalanga Umbrella FPA) Special General Meeting held in the LEFPA boardroom on 3rd
LEFPA Manager Andre Scheepers, in his capacity as MUFPA FPO, delivered the keynote
dress which directed the audience’s thoughts towards the firefighters lost both locally and internationally.
Andre was pleased to report that all the crews have completed their yellow card safety training
and are ready for action and he wished everyone in the 2018 firefighting crew, whatever their
role, well, urging them to be safe throughout the coming season.
Zwalekhe Mlimi, a firefighter from LEFPA’s Mbombela team, then read a moving piece entitled
“Death of a firefighter”, before Zwalekhe and his team performed a drill parade. After the parade
everyone sang the national anthem in remembrance of friends who fell in the line of duty.
Death of a Firefighter
Strangers, yet still brothers,
They come to show respect.
In full-dress and silence,
They stand - proud and erect.
In their hearts they're grieving,
For a man they did not know.
Yes the loss that each is feeling,
Will multiply and grow.
They watch the family's sorrow,
Overwrought with great emotion.
Each thinking of his own,
Understands their deep devotions.
In their hearts they're praying,
For his soul to be free.
While in their minds they're thinking,
It could so easily be me.”
Lois Leskar
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Yellow Card Training - Bring It On!
All Fired Up always looks forward to receiving articles from Queen Khoza, who keeps us up to date with news directly from the
ground crew and provides interesting insights into their activities. This issue, she tells us about the Yellow Card Training the crew
recently underwent. Some would prefer to call it Survivor rather than training, but the team performed well and we congratulate
each and every one of them. Queen writes:
It takes dedication and hard work for the LEFPA team to
complete the three days Yellow Card training camp. It is
an important part of refreshing firefighters’ skills and
getting them ready for the upcoming fire season and
LEFPA’s team went all out this year to complete the
training. We were well prepared for the physically
demanding tests, thanks to the great effort Crew Leaders
went to beforehand in motivating their teams to excel at
the camp. The LEFPA team participated in all the activities
at the Working on Fire Training Academy.
Fire Wall, Route March, a Drilling Competition, the Advanced Fire Fighting test and Physical Training which
included 2,4km Running, Push-Ups, Sit-Ups, and Pull-Ups
were tackled with determination and enthusiasm. The support that the team receives from their base partners gave them the push
to go the extra mile (or more!) to make their office mates proud of them. The LEFPA team passed their Yellow Card training and
were handed their Yellow Cards, giving them access to the fireline. The team’s slogan for the 2018 fire season is Safety First and
Never Take a Nap Next to the Fire line and they are proudly ready for any action that the season may bring.

ORRU Adds Another String to LEFPA’s Bow
The result of recent discussions between LEFPA management and the Nelspruit Off Road Rescue
Unit (ORRU) is the joining of forces between the two organisations. This gives LEFPA an additional
tool for use in it’s operational area as and when needed. As LEFPA is currently training and
certifying all Bomber loaders on the 15 runways from Nelshoogte to Graskop, it was decided to
include some of the ORRU Nelspruit members into the LEFPA training at Nelspruit Airfield.
The annual bomber loading training began on 15th May when the two Orsmond planes, Bomber 95
(Rob Taylor) and Bomber 36 (Edwill Ferreira) came online along with WoF Spotter 3, Erick Nel, and
is again being run by CMO. The training will be completed by 1st June when the rest of the fleet
come online and we are up to our full seasonal strength.
LEFPA Manager Andre Scheepers is excited to
welcome ORRU into the team and anticipates
developing a great partnership with them.
In discussion with experienced
Bomber pilot, Rob Taylor

An unusual experience for the
ORRU team

Burning Prohibitions 2018
IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF THE NATIONAL VELD AND FOREST FIRE ACT 101 OF 1998
LOWVELD AND ESCARPMENT FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
DAFF REGISTRATION NUMBER 871/01/October 2004

The Lowveld & Escarpment Fire Protection Association (LEFPA) hereby objects to any burning
operations within the Associations boundaries without a valid burning permit in terms of National Veld and
Forest Fire Act 101 of 1998 Article 25(3)(a)(b)(c)
That, within the boundaries of the LEFPA and the Ehlanzeni District, no person shall from 1 June 2018 up to and including 31
October 2018 make a fire in the open air, or, if such a fire has been made, allow it to continue to burn or add fuel thereto, otherwise than:
A. fires made within a demarcated picnic or camping area or caravan park, or holiday resort, but only at places within such an
area which have been specifically prepared and maintained for that purpose; provided that such fires are properly extinguished
with water and/or sand;
B. fires for the preparation of food on residential stands;
C. fires made on residential and industrial stands in proclaimed townships;
D. fires made for initiation school purposes, but only at places which have been specially prepared and maintained for that purpose to prevent fires from spreading.
That, within the boundaries of LEFPA and the Ehlanzeni District, no person shall from 1 June 2018 up to and including 31
October 2018 destroy by burning slash originating from any timber plantation or self-sown exotic trees and or alien invasive
plants.
That, within the boundaries of LEFPA and the Ehlanzeni District, no person shall from 1 June 2018 up and including 31
October 2018 destroy by burning residue, cultivated crop fields and veld, clear or maintain a fire belt by burning or execute block
burns, unless a burning permit has been obtained from LEFPA.
That in terms of Chapter 7, Article 25 of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act 101 of 1998, persons found guilty of offences will
be subject to a minimum fine of R 5000.00.
Burning Permits are subject to LEFPA Rules & Minimum Requirements (Version 8 April 2017) and any other relevant By-Laws
with in your Local Municipality.
LEFPA recommends that all burning operations should be completed by 1 August 2018 weather permitting.
Contact Details for Burning Permits: 013 752 6419 or 0860 66 3473
Mrs HTM Nkosi
EHLANZENI DISASTER MANAGEMENT CENTRE
013 759 8500
April 2018

Pilots on Standby
The aerial firefighting resources contracted to LEFPA for the 2018 fire season are supplied by Aerial Farming Services (AFS),
Orsmond Aviation and Working on Fire (WoF).
Orsmond Aviation has two Bomber pilots on standby from 15th May. Two Hueys, B3E chopper, two 802's and three spotter
planes from Working on Fire and two Thrushes from AFS come online from 1st June.
AFS, Orsmond and WoF bring invaluable experience and aerial skills to the arsenal of fire suppression resources at LEFPA’s
fingertips with a combination of more than 150 years flying in total.
Over previous fire seasons, LEFPA has built up excellent relationships with these service providers and LEFPA is pleased to
welcome Orsmond, WoF and AFS to the 2018 Lowveld fire season. This is skilled, dangerous work and LEFPA wishes these
brave men everything of the best and favourable winds beneath their wings.

Envirovision Solutions FWOL Competition
In April Envirovision Solutions (EVS) held a ForestWatch and AFIS dashboard 'training
day' at each of the four Detection Centres in Mpumalanga. The intention was to create
awareness of the information available via the FPA's to the AFIS dashboard. The dashboard offers a combination of Satellite and EVS ground fire detections, weather forecasts from various providers, lightning data and satellite imagery for burn scar mapping.
EVS pays the subscription to AFIS on behalf of the FPA's.
All the participants were reminded of what the FWOL platform provides and how best to
browse the various sections on the website. To encourage participation and demonstrate how to use a mobile device, EVS offered a prize of a Samsung tablet in a lucky
draw for all Foresters attending the 'training'.
The winners were:
Piet Retief - Jurgen Reinstorf - Mondi
Highveld - Corne Geldenhuis - Lion Match
Nelspruit - Dirk Beukes - Sappi
Sabie - Ferdie DeWet - York
ForestWatch On-line (FWOL) is the web-based version of the ForestWatch system that
allows Detection members viewing access to the cameras in each system via the internet. The cameras in each area can be viewed, as well as alarms for the day and weather from all the EVS weather stations, with a 7 day history. The standby rosters can be
loaded and seen here and there is a portal for investigation requests. Best viewed using
Firefox web browser, this platform can be accessed on any 'smart' device. Access for
Detection members may be requested via email to support@evsolutions.biz. The FWOL
web address is www.nelspruit.evsolutions.biz/WebPortal/index.php.

Gavin Hough EVS CEO) hands Ferdi
DeWet his prize

Activities for the Month - June


Train airstrip loading crews.



Check airstrips on a weekly basis.



Attend LEFPA meetings regularly.



Ensure Eskom servitudes are burnt.



Burn your firebreaks as per your plan.



Distribute your standby rosters to all neighbours.



Advise all staff of call-out and dispatch protocols.



Obtain FDI forecast on a daily basis from LEFPA.



Identify and mark completed fire breaks on a map.



Perform daily and weekly checks of all equipment, using checklists.



Perform checks to ensure readiness and quick reaction at all times.

Important Note:


The 2018 Annual General Meeting will be held in the LEFPA Boardroom 14 June at 09h00.
Please make an effort to attend.



Basic Firefighting Training is available to LEFPA members. Interested parties can contact the LEFPA office.



FDI weather emails and SMSs are available to LEFPA members, contact Ivina for more information.



SUCCESS cannot be spelt without U.

Attend and participate - we need your contribution!

