
Fire fighter Precious Mnisi wears bunker boots and 
knows how to fight a fire. A petite woman of 25 years 
of age, it seems impossible that Precious can stand 
her ground in a mainly male-dominated industry. 
Firefighting is not for the faint-hearted and requires 
courage and a cool head.
These two attributes easily sum up this gutsy woman 
and that is perhaps one of the reasons she was 
sent to Canada for more than a month to assist with 
firefighting in that country.
“It was like a dream come true,” said Precious. For 36 
days she worked at a variety of hot spots under the 
supervision of the Alberto Wildfire Training Centre.
She explained that the training centre is much bigger 
than our local centres and would compare better with 
Working on Fire than with LEFPA.
“They also have several tankers, planes, helicopters 
and other firefighting equipment just like WoF.”
Precious said she learned a lot but was quite relieved 
that during her visit abroad she did not see much of a 
fire. “One of our daily exercises included patrolling for 
hot spots and potential fires but we never really saw 
a big fire.”
Precious explained that she received a variety of 
training during her stay. “I was also taught what to be 
aware of regarding fires and what to expect during 
runaway fires. I also assisted with the mopping up 

procedures after some fires.”
Hailing from hot Mpumalanga, she laughed that 
although it was summer in Canada during her visit, 
it was still cold for her. “It felt like our winter,” she 
chuckled.
During the first half of her stay she was grouped into 
the Alpha team that consisted of about seven men. 
“I never struggled to fit in even though I was the 
only female firefighter there. The others were very 
impressed to see a female firefighter. I really enjoyed 
meeting the crew I worked with; especially the singing 
part. They sing a lot!”
After about 14 days she was transferred to the British 
Columbia province where she did indeed meet some 
other female firefighters. “It is not an easy industry for 
a woman and I think we all recognise and respect this 
fact.” During her stay in British Columbia, Precious 
made some more friends. “My stay in Columbia 
differed a bit from Alberta as we travelled for much 
longer hours on foot in the field. I must admit that they 
work harder and longer hours than what we are used 
to in South Africa.”
She added that as a woman she had to work extra 
hard to keep up with her male counterparts.
“But I loved every minute of it and will hopefully be 
able to implement what I was taught in Canada, here 
locally.”
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Cinderella can keep 
her glass slippers... 
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Levels of Mpumalanga dams dropping

During July 2015 above normal rainfall was received 
over most parts of the country with the exception
of parts of Limpopo and Mpumalanga and some areas 
of the Northern Cape which received below normal 
rainfall (Figure 1). 
Rainfall decreased in August resulting in below normal 
rainfall throughout the country (Figure 2). For the 
second ten days of September, near normal to below
normal rainfall was received but above normal over 
the Eastern Cape, parts of the Western Cape,
KwaZulu-Natal and some patches in the central 
interior of the country (Figure 3). The season
July to August 2015, received above normal rainfall 
over most of the central as well as the eastern and 
southern parts of the country, while the Free State, 
Limpopo and the western parts of the

Western Cape and Northern Cape received below 
normal rainfall (Figure 4).

Mpumalanga conditions during August 2015:

Winter wheat under irrigation was in good condition in 
the Highveld while the ploughing of maize and
harvesting of vegetables and sugarcane continued 
normaly. The veld was in reasonable condition but
livestock was considered in reasonable to poor 
condition. There were livestock mortalities due to 
consumption of poisonous plants. Drought had been 
reported in the province. 
The level of major dams decreased as compared to 
the previous year (75% in 2015; 88% in 2014).
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Several runaway fires in the Lowveld this past month 
destroyed everything in its path. Several plantations 
and hundreds of hectares of grazing were lost to these 
raging fires.
During September LEFPA declared a period of extreme 
fire hazard due to very hot, dry and windy weather 
conditions. All fire permits were suspended until further 
notice and local authorities were placed on high alert.
A warning was issued within the boundaries of the 
LEFPA and the Ehlanzeni District; No person shall, until 
further notice make a fire in the open air, unless:
• Fires are made within a demarcated picnic or camping 
area, caravan park or holiday resort.
• Such fires are properly extinguished with water and/or 
sand.
• Fires are used for the preparation of food on 
residential stands.
• Fires are made on residential and industrial stands in 
proclaimed townships.

Continued on page 4

Destruction from 
raging runaway fires
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NELSPRUIT

May
June
July

August

TOTAL
September

SEPTEMBER AIRCRAFT HOURS FLOWN
Spotter
Hours

2.28
14.01
7.69
10.00
8.08
42.06

Bomber
Hours

1.92
30.21
54.69
20.86
26.11

133.79

Chopper
Hours

2.37
13.62
7.22
16.75
10.30
50.26

Aircraft
Hours

2
9
11
8
4
34

GRASKOP

May
June
July

August
September

TOTAL

SEPTEMBER AIRCRAFT HOURS FLOWN
Spotter
Hours

1.68
8.82
3.04
3.80
0.72
18.06

Bomber
Hours

0
8.33
9.03
1.85
0

19.21

Chopper
Hours

3.13
10.75
2.89
7.82
0.65
25.24

Aircraft
Hours

2
6
3
3
1
15

?

?

CALENDAR AND DATES

EVS Operational
Nelspruit Meeting

LEFPA General
Meeting

LEFPA General
Meeting

LEFPA General
Meeting

Specific objectives of the burning protocol:

* To make sure that the burning of cane is done in a safe 
and legitimate manner,
* To avoid smuts deposits in sensitive residential areas or 
industrial complexes and other sensitive areas,
* To prevent traffic accidents caused by smoke hazards 
moving across district and national roads from controlled
or accidental fires,
* To prevent “arcing” between power lines and the ground 
below which causes surges and cuts to industrial and 
domestic power,
* To confine cane burning immediately adjacent to sensitive 
areas when prevailing winds are favourable to minimise 
smuts fallout on sensitive areas.

Practice and procedures:

* Landowners intending to conduct a prescribed burn or to 
burn a firebreak must inform their neighbours,
* Any runaway fires must be reported to the neighbours and 
the FPA immediately,
* Any planned controlled burns under Eskom power lines 
must be reported to the FPA operation centre or Eskom 
before such a burn is executed,
* Do not leave controlled burns unattended until the fire is 
totally extinguished,
* Before controlled burns take place; a permit must be 
obtained from the LEFPA office.

Guidelines for cane growers, as per Mpumalanga 
Cane Growers Recommendation - Doc/Sub2010:

• Fires made for initiation-school purposes are 
allowed, but only at places which have been 
specially prepared for that purpose.
• A person who is found guilty of contravening 
this order will be subject to a minimum fine of 
R5 000.
Fire can travel through gorse and dry under-
growth at astounding speed, and it 
therefore not only holds potentially fatal con-
sequences to humans, but also threatens 
wildlife and many areas of beauty across 
the county. Windy conditions will always 
aggravate fire control circumstances.

Fires burn for a variety of reasons, and 
firefighters urge the public to help them 
prevent these devastating fires from occurring 
by following the following advice:
• Smoking: If out walking or having a picnic, 
be sure to dispose of cigarettes carefully.
• Braais: In most Lowveld areas it is actually 
illegal to light any fire, including braais, 
without the permission of the landowner.
• Litter: Take your litter home with you. Even a 
discarded glass bottle can easily start a fire.

Continued from page 3


