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Greetings, 
Ja, swaar, this time last year our major concern was 

fuel load management, highlighted by the calamitous  

Australian fires. Little did we know weôd be spending 

over 300 days (and counting) in lockdown. 

Pandemic notwithstanding, nature sets the fire    

protection agenda and fuel load management is a 

key factor in your fire safety plan along with airstrip 

maintenance and management; this is the time to 

move on with that housekeeping chore. All of these 

tasks have to be undertaken with the relevant COVID-19 protocols in place, because the 

ôsecond waveô continues to spread like an invisible wildfire. It can and will happen to you and the 

people you care about if your ôpandemic fatigueô persuades you to slack off on the three easy, if 

tedious, steps: mask, sanitise and distance.  Until next time. 

Contact Us 

LEFPA Nelspruit 

Ivina 

Office: 013 752 6419  

Cell:    082 566 2728 

Fax:    086 515 3755 

admin@lefpa.co.za  

 

Permit Requests 

Office:  013 752 6419 

0860 66 34 73 

permit@lefpa.co.za 
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Green - Not Your Usual Drought 

The waves of steamy heat that engulfed the Lowveld over the summer may have been broken by occasional days of cool 

drizzle and the odd thunder shower or two, but donôt let the green landscapes fool you - we were in drought territory up until 

the recent rainfall deluge across the country from Tropical Storm Eloise. A green drought it may have been, but the lack of 

meaningful rain during our rainy season will impact on the forthcoming fire season. 

A green drought, you ask? Yes, itôs possible. 

There are four types of drought:  

¶ Meteorological, 

¶ Hydrological 

¶ Agricultural 

¶ Socioeconomic. 

A green drought is a meteorological event, a 

result of an El Ni¶o phase causing South 

Africaôs hot summer to be even hotter and 

drier than usual.  

The mild rains prior to Tropical Storm Eloise 

had "greened" up the vegetation up but  

below average rainfall had done nothing to 

refill our subterranean water reserves and 

farm dams relying solely on rainfall were 

drying up. 

Under green drought conditions it does not 

take much to dry out the plantations and 

veld either, as the earth moistness simply 

isnôt there. An easy way to see this is to dig                                                                                                                               

into your garden soil after the next shower -                                    

a few centimetres down the earth is bone dry.  

Plan your life and fire preparations according to drought conditions and donôt be caught unawares as everything can dry out 

earlier than usual in the fire season. With the flooding rains of the past week, landowners should focus on high fuel load man-

agement in planning for the fire season and fire break preparation.  

 

As of January, the vegetation looked lush, but Transport Dam in the Kruger National Park 
was well below full, despite being in the midst of the summer rainfall 2020 / 2021 
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Celebrating Our Braais 
We asked, and our members didnôt disappoint! Hennie Homann has 

put together a collage of your mouth-watering festive season braai 

photos. 

Thanks to Willem van Wyk and Plumber who relaxed at Mokala in the 

Northern Cape, Derek Viljoen who chilled out at the coast, Andre 

Ooshuizen who timed out at Augrabies and Pieter Broodryk who un-

wound in Mozambique with some lekker prawns 

We really appreciate your contributions and for being so fired up by 

this challenge! 

Airstrip Maintenance: Notice of Inspections 
February is airstrip housekeeping month and itôs time to crack on with maintaining your airstrip. LEFPA will perform the first 

round of inspections in February - make sure your runway is serviceable and safe to land on. This inspection is critical as it pre-

pares for the first bomber to land for training of the loading crews. Once everyone is happy with the runway surface, the safety 

officer of each service provider flies in and certifies that the runway is serviceable for the coming season. 

Important points to note: 

¶  Runways should be mowed at least twice a month with a rotary tractor 
mower, 

¶  This stimulates the grass to grow sideways and not form tufts that cause 
the runway surface to be uneven, 

¶  Attention must be paid to the drainage to prevent furrows and dongas 
forming that WILL cause damage to the aeroplanes, 

¶  Summer maintenance is key to a good surface in the winter, assisting 
towards pilot safety, better service to the client and faster fire suppression, 

¶  Safety on runways is critical - prevent animals, pedestrians and vehicles 

accessing the runways; fill mole holes and level termite mounds, 

¶  Spectator value is a huge problem, thus put measures in place to prevent people accessing or crossing the runway, 

¶  The remote locations of these runways leads to a serious issue with vandalism and theft, so security measures need to be in 
place, 

¶  All LEFPA Runways are on membersô properties and are private strips marked with a letter óPô, 

¶  Runways will be manned during the fire season by qualified bomber loaders and there will also be an airstrip supervisor   
present. 

A reminder that if the maintenance and upgrade of our runways is not up to scratch, the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) will not 

permit the runway to be utilised. This will force the bombers to operate from a runway which may be further away from the fires 

they are suppressing thus increasing cost and decreasing fire attack efficiency. 

LEFPA management, service providers and the pilots kindly request that members with runways focus on this critical task.  

 

You Have to Laugh - Donôt You? 
For the first time ever, in January 2021 California utilities warned that 

they may cut power to about 300 000 homes and businesses to prevent live wires igniting wildfires in high wind conditions. 

We South Africans are truly grateful to Eskom for their proactive fire prevention - who would have guessed that loadshedding 

was a tool in our fire protection kit?! 
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Farewell to LEFPA Stalwart Francois du Toit 
LEFPA was deeply saddened by the passing of Francois du Toit on 25th December 2020 after a short struggle with cancer. 

Francois has left significant footprints at LEFPA by serving two terms on the Board and acting as the Mpumalanga Tourism 

and Parks Agencyôs representative at LEFPA. 

Francois will be remembered for his creativity in 

revamping the interior of LEFPAôs Mbombela 

offices as well as designing and building all 

LEFPA runway boards and many of the óBokkieô 

boards in the LEFPA Operational Area. Cooking 

was another of his creative outlets and he was 

featured in previous issues of All Fired Up as part 

of the LEFPA potjiekos team; Francois could 

always be relied upon to lend a hand with any 

braai going, whether at the airfield, the office or 

the year end function. 

His wife Mart and daughters Monya and Ylindi 

thanked LEFPA for providing beautiful flowers in 

the church. 

ñGoodbye to you, my trusted friend. We had joy, 

we had fun, we had seasons in the sun,ò said 

Andre Scheepers. ñOns drie, Andre, Ingrid en 

Maxi, sal  jou mis, ou maat.ò 

É Lowvelder 

Another Sad Loss - Francois Weyers 
The LEFPA Board and Management are reeling at the blow of the sudden passing 

of Kishugu-WoF Chief Pilot and Western Cape Aerial Operations Manager Francois 

Weyers who passed away in hospital on the 11th January 2021 after a short battle 

with COVID-19. 

Francois was well respected in the aerial firefighting industry across South Africa 

and a member of the Kishugu-WoF family for more than seven years; his passing 

has deeply impacted on the company and all who knew him. 

LEFPA joins Kishugu-WoF in extending their sincere condolences to his son, Ruan, 

as well as Francoisôs family, friends and colleagues. 

As an interim arrangement, Mike Assad will be responsible for all client liaison. He 

can be contacted via mobile 

phone:                

082 907 8896                  

and email:  

mike.assad@wofire.co.za 

 

 

Oom Doc Robbie Joins Two Good Men in 

the Night Sky 

All Fired Up has at times relayed the sad news of the passing of colleagues 

and friends, but never before have we lost three in such a short space of 

time. The night sky is indeed a little brighter for the trio of good men who left 

before we were ready to lose them. Well known and much loved Hazyview 

doctor, frontline worker and pilot Dr Robbie Nel passed away 18th January 

2021 from COVID related complications. The Board and management of 

LEFPA extend their deepest condolences to his wife and family. 

https://lowvelder.co.za/716403/hazyview-mourns-a-star-frontline-worker 

É Hennie Homann 

É Hennie Homann 

https://lowvelder.co.za/716403/hazyview-mourns-a-star-frontline-worker
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                                                Important Note:   

¶ Basic Firefighting Training is available to LEFPA members. Interested parties can contact the LEFPA office. 

¶ FDI weather emails and SMSs are available to LEFPA members; contact Ivina for more information. 

¶ SUCCESS cannot be spelt without U.  Attend and participate - we need your contribution! 

 

 Activities for the Month - February 

¶  Mow airstrips. 

¶  Prepare chemical tracer belts. 

¶  Attend LEFPA meetings regularly. 

¶  Train your employees in fire management. 

¶  Finalise a firebreak agreement with your neighbours. 

¶  Draw up an action plan for non-conforming firebreaks. 

 

An Active Retirement 
Retired Chief Tim Murphy got in touch with Andre Scheepers and for those who know Tim, it will come as no surprise to learn 

that the Chief is doing anything but settling into a quiet retirement! Tim writes: 

In January, I will start as a contractor for USFS International Programs, working virtually in Angola, Ethiopia, Madagascar & 

South Africa on fire planning &/or ICS initiatives. I also hope to renew work in Botswana & Namibia as well. Post COVID, I 

greatly desire to travel to these wonderful parts of the world.  

Thereôs just no stopping the Chief, it seems! Best wishes from all at LEFPA and we hope to welcome you back for a braai 

one day. 

Tropical Storm Eloise  

We live in a country of topsy turvy weather extremes and this issue of All Fired Up reflects that. Opening with an article about 

the green drought, we close with news of flooding.  

Lowvelders carefully watched the approach of Tropical Storm 

Eloise and prepared for her arrival so there were few surprises 

when heavy tropical rain began falling in the early hours of     

Sunday 24th January. By Monday morning, reports started flood-

ing in from the LEFPA Operational Area and the figures were 

high. 

Bernardus Meyer recorded 308mm in the Venus area, Sakkie van 

der Merwe reported that more than 200mm fell in Graskop 

and Oom Dennis Lawrie measured 360mm in the Sabie area. 

Chairman Vaughan Lascelles says that about 160mm fell in White 

River over the week and Andrew Bekker recorded 277mm in the 

Elandshoogte area. Dullstroom received more than 100mm, the 

Badfontein area 122mm while in Mokobelaan, Neil Engelbrecht 

reported a whopping 392mm over the storm period. 

The Kwena Dam catchment area had very welcome rain and with dam levels that dwindled alarmingly over summer, we have 

to see the positive side of the damage caused by Eloise. A week prior to the storm, Kwena dam was less than 28% full. The 

Lowvelder newspaper 28th January wrote that the dam level had reached 43% while the Klipkoppie dam level rose from 19% 

to 31% thanks to Eloise. 

Across the region, small streams were in flood and many road crossings under water. Social media overflowed with videos of 

the roaring Nels and Crocodile rivers in the Botanical Gardens, as well as raging                                                                    

rivers in the Kruger National Park. Reports of flooding, fallen trees, power                                                                                

disruptions and damage to roads and infrastructure were received from every-                                                                        

where Eloise stormed past. 

The path of Eloise, as predicted on  
Friday January 22.  www.meteofrance.re/ 
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  7 LEFPA BOARD MEETING      25 LEFPA GENERAL MEETING    15 LEFPA OFFICE CLOSES     

  25 LEFPA GENERAL MEETING            
16 DAY OF RECONCILIA-

TION  
    

  29 LEFPA FIRE SEASON MEETING    MEETINGS START AT 09H00   25 CHRISTMAS DAY       

  LEFPA BOARD MEETINGS ARE FOR BOARD MEMBERS ONLY    26 DAY OF GOODWILL       

               OFFICE REOPENS ON THE 10 JANUARY 2022   
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