Lowveld & Escarpment ire Protec
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_ _ Contact Us
Ja, swlaias ,ti me | ast year LEFPA Nel sp
fuel |l oad management, hi Ivina
Australian fires.@lLbetspd : _
over 300 days (and count oritee.
Pandemic notwithstanding (F:eU: 0222
protection agenda and fu :)r(nin@l -
key factor in your fire a etpa.
w maintenance and manageme
move on with that housek Permit Reque:
tasks have to be undertak@npwotbdcohse T el plMa EEGTEEErAAE
&econdbécwantd nues to spread |ike an invisible 0860 66
peopl e you c arpea nadbeomi tcopifefa syuogudre s you t o sl ack
tedious, steps: mask, sanitise and distance|
Gr eeMot Your Usual Dr ough
The waves of steamy heat that engulfed the Lowveld over the su
drizzle and the odd thuindleet sthtpevegr @en t-wen dvbouap @owndoolughout err
the recent rainfall del uge acr os.s A hger eceonu ndtrroyu gfhrto ni tT rnoapyi chaalv eStk
meaningful rain during our rainy season will impact on the for
A green drought® poessabke. Yes i t
There are four types
1 Meteorological,
Y9 Hydrological
T Agricultural
1 Socioeconomic.
A green drought i s a
resul t of an EI Ni o
Af r@ claot summer to be
drier than wusual
The mild rains prior
had "gretehedVegptati
bel ow average rainfa
refill our subterran
farm dams relying so
drying up.
Under green drought
take much to dryaaodt
veld either, as the As of January the vegetation
i gin t her e An easy wa was well below full
into your garden soi
a few centimetres down the earth is bone dry.
Pl an your | ife and fire preparat i din sb ea cccaourgdhitn gu ntaow adrreosu gahst ecvoenrdy
earlier than usu&ai thntthleeffionedi sgasanns of the past week, | and
agement in planning for the fire season and fire break prepara

1


mailto:admin@lefpa.co.za

Airstrip Maintenance: Notice of | ns

February is airstrip @owwism&ketepi oamgacnionam wintdh imai ntaining your
round of inspectmakmrs siumeFgbbuuarynway i s serviceable andgrsafe t
pares for the first bomber toOnhardefver ytomai mnisndapfpyt weé tlhoadieng
of ficer of each service provider flies in and certifies that t

|l mportant points to note:

fRunways should be mowed at | east tary
mower ,
fThis stimulates the grass to grow tufts
the runway surface to be uneven,
fAttention must be paid to the dr a s and
forming that WILL cause damage to
fsSummer maintenance is key to a go r, as
t owapidlsot safety, better service t fire
ffsafety on runwayeweing amii tmad sl, ped
accessing the runways; fill mole h mound
f fspectator value is a huge problem, thus put measures in place
fThe remote locations of these runways |leads to a serious issu
pl ace,
TAIl LEFPA Runwaysdpappeohi memhedsare privatde strips marked wit
fTRunways will be manned during the fire season by qualified boa
present.
A reminder that if the maintenance and upgrade of our rounways
permit the runway to be wutilised. This will force the besmbers
they are suppressing thus increasing cost and decreasing fire
LEFPA management, service providers and the pilots kindly requ
t wild fires

www.iefba.co.za
Cel ebr atBirmgpi Qur
We asked, and odr dimemlperos ndildie
put together a ceMaltaeegd ngf fyebdaad ai
phot os.
Thanks to Willem van Wyk and Pl a in
Northern Cape, Derek Viljoen whg , And
Ooshuizen who timed out at Augr 4 who u
wound in Mozambieugewiwhbh some
We really appreciate your contri fired
this challenge!
You Have +DoodL aYuoguh? _
For the first ti me ever, in January 2021 California utilities

they may cut power to about 300 000 homes and businesses to pr
We South Africans are truly gratefulwho Wwsklodn Have tdhee s eod otatca
was a tool in our fire protection kit?!
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Far ewel | to LEFPA St al wart Francoi s

LEFPA was deeply saddened by the passing of Francois du Toit o
Francois has Il eft significant footprints at LEFPA by serving t
and Park$& Agemeysentative at LEFPA.

Francois wil/l be remembered for his creativi
revamping the i&ntMbroinobre
of fices as well as desi
LEFPA runway board®okbk
boards in the LEFPA Ope
was another of his cresd
featured in prAdvi dcuaseidp

of the LEFPA potjiekos
al ways be relied upon t
braai going, whether at
the year end function.
His wife Mart and daug
thanked LEFPA for provi
the church.

fiGoodbye to you, my tru
we had fun, we haddésaeé as
Andr e Schrespedrsi.e, Andr
Maxi, sal jod@ mis, ou

Anot her SkBdahosiss Weyers

e w«'_;;g T T | he LEFPA Board and Management are reeling e
- of Ki-®Wb&gC€hief Pilot and Western Cape Aeri al
Weyers who passed away in hospital on the 11
wi t h €ClV.l D
Francois was well respected in the aerial fi
and a member oWoFt hfeankilsyhufgor more than seven
has deeply impacted on the company and all v
LEFPA joi nWoKiishugwt ending their sincere con
as well a& fFaminlcy, sfriends and coll eagues.
As an interim arrangement, Mike Assad wil!/| L
can be contac "
phone:
082 907 8896 RLAGCHVEEEGMGERTIETN YL E LI T4
and email : will return®8ithe earth and the sky. They
mi ke.assad@wo NEIHERCIRUEEE A AETNTIAUTRIETER
charl@gsgtibengh
5 N
Fly High Francois!
OomMmoc Robbie Joins noin
t he Night Sky :
Al Fibraesd aup ti mes relayed the sad f coll
and friends, but never before have a shc
time. The night sky is indeed a | it trio o
before we were ready to | ose them. oved F
doctor, frontline worker and pilot away 1
2021 from COVID related complicatio agemenr
LEFPA extend their deepest condol en amil y.

https:/ /|l owvelder . enm.uz-aagst7-fi 6 ¢ @Y ihkaery



https://lowvelder.co.za/716403/hazyview-mourns-a-star-frontline-worker

An Active Retirement
Retired Chief Tim Murphy got in touch with Andre Scheepers and

that the Chief is doing anything but settling into a quiet ret
I'n January, | wi || start as a contractor for USFS I nternati ona
South Africa on fire planning &/ or I CS initiatives. | also hop
greatly desire to travel to these wonderful parts of the worl d
The® ej ust no stopping the Chief, it seems! Best wi shbersaairom al
one day.

Tropi cal Storm EI oi se

We |ive in a country of topsy tAlVyFireeaftl heecpt se xtthraetme sO paenndi ntgh iwsi
the green drought, we close with news of flooding.

: — Lowvelders carefully watched the ap
The path of El oi se, Memmbigoe .« ( . .
Friday January 22. - Eloise and prepared for her arrival
) 2 when heavy tropical rain began fall/l

'Sunday 24th January. By Monday morn
ing in from the LEFPA Operational A
high.

Zimbabwe

/,f‘, BernaMewysr recordede3U8mmsi ar e a, Sa

s T | e T der Merwe reported thaGrmskepthan 2
2576 an®om Dennis Lawrie measuaerda360mm
Chairman Vaughan Lascelles says tha

River over the week and Andrew Bekk

El andshaoegat.e Dul |l stroom received mort

Badfontein whiehel2@mMokobel aan, Nei

repoat whopmi2mgn over the storm peric

The Kwena Dam catchment area had very welcome rain and with da
to see the positive side of the damage caused by E3%Husé. Ahwee
Lowvel der newspaper 28th January wrote that the dam | evel had
h
h
i

to 31% thanks to El oise.

Across the region, small streams were in flood and many road c
the roaring Nels and Crocodile river = he—=DBe A ardens
rivers in the Kruger National Park. epordtr'lajof?rﬁaSQns_Wdeing, falle
di sruptions and damage to roads and nf PAWR-19iscsprgading Retr e frecei v

T

where El oise stormed past.
':N “| trust my workmates, surely they

1;; ‘J are responsible enough and they are
. . . xt COVID-19 free.”
Activities -FebrubeyM g -

H H ’ . “These are my besties, | know where they
fMow airstrips. | have been”
fPrepare chemical tracer belts. TR P e
TAttend LEFPA meetin gs regu | ar | y . ."' “We are related. | know them well and

o] L besides, we are in a small group.”
fTrain your employees in fire manage il

fTFinalise a firebreak agreement with e e e b
. . . uncomfortable and | can not breathe
fDraw up an act-confptrmnngofinehbhreaks property when i wear it."

e

¥ your mask property « Save yourself & aiher

| mportant Not e:

fBasic Firefighting Training is available to LEFPA membgrs. I

M1 FDI weat her email s and SMSs ar e alvvaiinl aabfloer tnoo rLeE FiPnAf ontenmabteirosn;.

'ﬂSUCCESaSnot be spU.It Anti ttehnodu ta n-dvep areteidc iypaitre contri butfi on!
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